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 لام الإِبتداءِ
  .is a lâm with a fathah prefixed to the mubtada’  for the sake of emphasis, e.g لام الإِبتداءِ

رااللهِ أَكْب كْرلَـذو ‘And indeed the remembrance of Allah is the greatest ` (Qur’an, 29:45)  

ـكُمـتـبجأَع لَوو رِكةشم نم ريةٌ خنمؤةٌ مولأَم ‘And indeed a believing slave girl is better than a 

mushrikah when though she might be pleasing to you` (Qur’an, 2:221). 

This lâm is not to be confused with the preposition  ـل  which has a kasrah, but takes a fathah when 

prefixed to a pronoun, e.g.,  لَها، لَكُم ،لَك ،لَـه  . 

Please remember that the ِداءتالإِب لام does not change the ending of the mubtada’.  
Some examples from the Qur’an:                              

16:41 And indeed the reward of the Hereafter is the greatest رأَكْب ةرالآخ رلأَجو  
29:45 And indeed the remembrance of Allah is the greatest    رااللهِ أَكْب كْرلَـذو  
39:26 And indeed the torment of the Hereafter is the greatest رأَكْب ةرالآخ ذَابلَـعو  

 

to slide, glide, slip and to roll ) اللاَّم المُزحلَقَةُ   ) لَقحز=  
We have seen lâm al-ibtidâ’  e.g.  ُلمأج كـتـيلَـب  ‘Indeed your house is more beautiful’.  

Now we want to use  َّإِن  also in this sentence, the lâm has to be pushed to the khabar, 

as two particles of emphasis cannot come together in one place.  

So the sentence becomes  ُلملأَج كإِنَّ بيت  ‘Indeed your house is more beautiful’.  

After its removal from its original position the lâm is no longer called lâm al-ibtidâ’ . It is now called 

 .or for easy remembrance ( the skating lâm! ) ( the displaced lâm )  اللاَّم المُزحلَقَةُ 

A sentence with both َّإِن and the lâm is more emphatic than the one with َّإِن or the lâm only. 

Here are some examples from the Qur’an:  

29:41 Indeed the frailest of houses is the spider’s house وتكَبنالْع تيلَـب وتيالب نهإِنَّ أَو 
37:4   Indeed your God is One دلَـواح ـكُمإِنَّ إِلَه 
3:96   Indeed the first sanctuary appointed for mankind is the 
one which is in Bakkah (Makkah). َكَّـةي بِباسِ لَـلَّذلنل عضو تيلَ بإِنَّ أَو 
31:19 Indeed the harshest of all voices is the voice of the ass ِيرالحَم تولَـص واتالأَص كَرإِنَّ أَن 
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Some examples of  َّإِن  and of  ُلَقَةحالمُز اللاَّم (The skating lâm ) from the Qur’an 

15:77 Most surely there is a 
sign in this for the believers.  ننِيمؤلْمةً للآي كي ذَلإِنَّ ف 
45:3   Verily in the heavens and 
the earth, are Signs for those 
who believe. 

 ننِيمؤلْمل ضِ لآياتالأَرو مٰواتي السإِنَّ ف 
82:13&14 Indeed the righteous 
shall be in bliss and indeed the 
corrupt shall be in hell 

 إِنَّ الأَبرار لَـفي نعيمٍ وإِنَّ الفُجار لَفي جحيمٍ
63:1   The hypocrites are surely 
liars. َونبلَـكَاذ نيقافإِنَّ المُن 
103:1&2 By the declining day, 
Verily Man is in loss. ٍرسي خانَ لَـفسرِ إِنَّ الإِنصالعو 
14:39 Most surely my Lord is 
the Hearer of prayer: ِعاءالد عيمي لَـسبإِنَّ ر 
3:13   Most surely there is a 
lesson in this  ًةربلَـع كي ذَلإِنَّ ف 
11:79 And most surely you 
know what we desire. درِيما ن لَمعلَـت كوإِن 
34:24 Lo! We or you assuredly 
are rightly guided or in error 
manifest. 

 إِنا أَو إِياكُم لَـعلَى هدى أَو في ضلالٍ مبِينٍ
3:62    Lo! This verily is the 
true narrative. الحَق صالقَص وذَا لَـهإِنَّ ه 
100:6,7&8 Most surely man is 
ungrateful to his Lord. And 
most surely he is a witness of 
that. And most surely he is 
tenacious in the love of wealth. 

 كعلى ذَل هإِنو ودلَـكَن هبرسانَ لإِنَّ الإِن
ديدرِ لَـشالخَي بحل هإِنو دهِيلَـش 

15:9   Surely We have revealed 
the Reminder and We will most 
surely be its guardian. 

 إِنا نحن نزلْنا الذكْر وإِنا لَه لَـحافظُونَ
100:11 Most surely their Lord 
that day shall be fully aware of 
them. 

ربِيلَـخ ذئموي بِهِم مهبإِنَّ ر 
8:42   Most surely Allah is 
Hearing, Knowing;  ميلع عيمإِنَّ االلهَ لَـس 
 


